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Final Five Voting:  
Top-Five Primaries +  
Instant Runoff General Elections 

Why? America is at its best when government is effective. Right now, it is not.  

By updating the way Wisconsin conducts our federal elections, we can realign incentives for Congress, producing results 
and accountability. 

How does it work? Two changes to how we vote in federal elections.  

1. In the Primary Election: 

All candidates run on a single ballot, regardless of party affiliation.  

Voters select their favorite candidate. 

When the votes are tallied, the top five finishers advance to the general election.  

 

 

 

 

2. In the General Election: 

Voters pick their favorite, just like always. If they want to, they can 
also pick their 2nd, 3rd, 4th, and last place candidates (using a ranked-
choice ballot).  

The first-place votes are counted. If one candidate gets a majority (50%+), that candidate wins.  

If no one has a majority, tabulation continues via instant runoff voting. The last-place candidate is eliminated and 
anyone who voted for that candidate has their single vote transferred to their second choice. The votes are counted 
again, and the process continues until one candidate gets over 50%. 

In an instant runoff, the candidate with the widest appeal to the 
greatest number of voters wins.  
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